
Universal Declaration of the Rights of Mother  Earth

Preamble

We, the peoples and nations of Earth:

considering that we are all part of Mother Earth, an indivisible, living community of interrelated 
and interdependent beings with a common destiny;

gratefully acknowledging that Mother Earth is the source of life, nourishment and learning and 
provides everything we need to live well;

recognizing that the capitalist system and all forms of depredation, exploitation, abuse and 
contamination have caused great destruction, degradation and disruption of Mother Earth, putting 
life as we know it today at risk through phenomena such as climate change;

convinced that in an interdependent living community it is not possible to recognize the rights of 
only human beings without causing an imbalance within Mother Earth;

affirming that to guarantee human rights it is necessary to recognize and defend the rights of Mother
Earth and all beings in her and that there are existing cultures, practices and laws that do so;

conscious of the urgency of taking decisive, collective action to transform structures and systems 
that cause climate change and other threats to Mother Earth;

proclaim this Universal Declaration of the Rights of Mother Earth, and call on the General 
Assembly of the United Nation to adopt it, as a common standard of achievement for all peoples 
and all nations of the world, and to the end that every individual and institution takes responsibility 
for promoting through teaching, education, and consciousness raising, respect for the rights 
recognized in this Declaration and ensure through prompt and progressive measures and 
mechanisms, national and international, their universal and effective recognition and observance 
among all peoples and States in the world.
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